Wrestling Luchadoras and
Female Masculinities

La Comandante

Martha Villalobos

which civiously bespaak masculinity. These signs c=n also
bez achived through waining, a5 In the casa of La Coman-
danus, of by taking chemical substarons Such 2& Rormic-
nas, anaballc moroids and powency plis, changing dien or
hygiene, undergoing surgery, ahering style or fashion, re-
peaUng poses and gastunas, and othar means employed by
famaie-, male-, and wans-genderborn peopie. As suy
Is Impoasibic 10 reducs corain signs —for mamplo, 3 bullt
prysique, powsar and srrangit- only o mele-bom pecipla.

Marta Vilslobos

Th Image above by Grober from 1951, shows a powerful
and bult body e |15 not obylowsy chan of & woman bun
et 15 chwlously ROt that of 3 man. The &ce has no kil
hair and the chast gves a him of broass. Tha ams arewp In
o g, cha weeszler |s abour 1o unangle the kg and seems
00 lbe abour 1o songam 1 ke the opponen, the publc, the
wiewer, know that she n=ge tet she can fight, that she
=n win. She s dee luchadora Martha Villaliobos, who amo
o b @ champlon on saveral ccassions. Inoreladon o e
prysical appsasnos she once mplalned e

Now wich the time and ior the bcha | hat 0 gah welght,
although | went 100 Br. Anyacy, oy chasoor was Mod 2s
I'm wary kght, I'm incredibdy agibe, snd cha’s sn dmporGnt
pat of my sumess; o1 amyone hendies ths welght nor
movaes Mo ma intharkg, evenmong 50 balrg & wiiman.

Har commant makes the mernsion of being & srong, oorpa-
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According co herweeds, Vilislobos considensd baing leshi-
an a defidency, even though she egards baing aghast at
homaosmugiity a5 supld Thircoon yoars lnor, how e, In
2005, at the Primar Festival Léshilon da la Chedad de M-
aloo {Firse Lesbilen Festval of Maxioo Oryl, she supported
the campalgn Conera la vidlenda anma mjenes (Agains:
Violence Boowoan Womenl On Sepember 73, 2004, sha
anncaroed In the magaris TV y Novolx, chan har parrar
was & woman. Together they ralsa wo boys from former
relaionships. In ha Imerdes she clartfled: *) dorft have a
reason m hida my renare, Do Fmonot going oo el o sve-
ryona. Currendy, | m happy, wary happy, Iz my own [Ho
with my paroner and my wvo childran’”

Halberszam suggests that the “widespread Indifferance o
[and avoldanoe of] female masculniny [ has sustained tha
compkx social srucures thar pak masouinky widh male-
ness, power and domirgnce.” This lswhy | consider oo be
ImporEne oo discuss the diferent masodiniles —and hare |
posidon La Comandamn and Vilaicbos 35 amplas— that
haren che: poental oo cesmblirs thls pairig, and m make It
dear chan masculinity Is consrucd by fomale- and rars-
gender- a5 much 35 by mEle-bom peopie.

This arids Is @ shoner and revised version of @ chaper
Irimy PhiD thasks 20171 which | wrooe @ che Deparoment
of &rr a1 Goldsmiths Unkersiyy of Lonoon, and of the ona
which wil app=ar In Spanish and In wo pares Apl and
August 2004} In Cusdrivio hapafcusdivic.nedt
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This assay axploras aspacts of famininity by Bnking them to forms o
masculinity. In doing so | am wsing Judith Jack Halbarstam’s Female
Masculinity [1998) to try to axplora othaer forms of masculinity and famala
masculinity that take place in bucha likra in Maxico. In particular, | will

lam woman chwiows. On dhe one fend It has marked ber
succoss but on e ocher hard I is unusual for 3 woman
o Fande such welghe. According o Halbarsiam, Rowover,

Lucha Libre

taki & chosar look at tvo luchadoras: La Comandamta, who had har
dabut in 1995 and also fought under tha namia La Mari (19952009} and
Martha Villalobos, who had har debut in 197 9. They do not simply repaat
tha normatiea roles assigned to woman, nor do they marcly imitata
masculinity to abuse and dominata

Nina Hoochi!

La Comandanta
Thi Image above by Lourdes Grober from 2009, shows La
Comandante =il In her oucfh 25 La Mazl. She looks proud
and conwent s=ndng In frorn of awall In which a paindng
of Bl Sanio, upsdaned with 3 mabdia In bis hend, n ba seen.
As she poinis ar him she makes 3 drect reference o Ris
legacy and possibly posidons hersell as an halr, Moreover,
by miing on e mame pose 35 El Sano on the wall, she
allows boh chalr bodies o be compared: tey Fave amost
tha s=ame heighn and are simiary bullc In 3 omeersaton
with ma, La Comandsnoe: made clesr than she corslders har
body co ba ‘alresdy almost iz one of & marT, and 11 she
would hawe kepn on godng 1w the gym, 10 bulld her masc-
leswidh waighns, sha *[would ba] wally 3 man®. b was ho
mothars COmmant “You Sren’t 3 woman anymans, you an

2 man” (Transicon from Spanisic “TO y3 N0 2res una majer,
eres un hombre tae kapt har from bodybuliding mone. L
Comandanr's moter conslderod har daughers waining,
which Gusedvisible changes in her sppesrance, as endan-
gering of har femininicy. She oouid nor emasion her dasgh-
ey qender equivocadon a5 3 possile moda of idernifica.
dore It seems however, than La Comandsnoe dd nor oorn
away trom her own masodiniy bun ranher dedded not o
persua b far emowgh, 10 become *1wocally a mar™. *Far from
bedng amimitnion of maleness], Malbersim claims, femaie
masculinity acruslly affords us a gimpse of how mascullnicy
Is consrucied a5 mascullniy’. The mample of La Comar-
dane axempiifies how much 3 person’s pyslognomy de-
dares her or him o fall masodinty o femininigy. There are
signs of masodinly, smong them the body’s appeamance,

not all werskons of female masculinity ghve fise 10 Uresse.
Fopular culune appluds figures of sexy and confidem fie-
malke mascullniy gender ransgression &5 ong as hay are
howeresmiual Fomale masculniy Dooomes provocaive
howewer, wheri 11 s Inked o the Indmadon of non-norma-
dve seogily e might kesd 1o no reproducdon. As the
following words from Vilalobos clartfy, luchadoras, due to
e acivhies, wore confromed with 3 gereral presumpel-
on thar they could not epeodece ' IU's & e thar luchadoras
CENNOU Procresis, IS wrong. Wilthin the soene thero are
many kachadoras who are mums”,

Throughaut her career Vilalobos was confronmed whh gues-
dons regarding her semual ofencaton cha could be resd as
I SroTher rea 1o reproduction. In 1992 sha made daar
har | mspect evanpone's pehae Mo, and F | wos s leshizn |
o U deny Iy bocase k'S oy Wi and no one|...[ hes tha
righteo desy wha | am ¥ | mose & beshian, | would oo
IL ... ] Fight now, day. | don't m."u-h'{'.'."n}srll'ln thk Casa,
b If | werg, 1% somam irour loud peoudly, becass ong's
nor Jolng & on pug-iss, 50 many people e bom that way
by defidency. Today, 10 be appalled by homo sexualry, be-
cause of the machismo thar exkrs in Mexkm, is just smpid.
Uniormnaely poople e love, they don'tknow how 0
respec the Mz of any human baing. .

Lucha e refers 1o prolessongl wiegsdng Inveling varked
techrigues and moves. On Sepaember 21, 1533 lucha llbra
hzd s debur In Momicos Cloy. Sinoe thee 405 mddons and
schadoras, with thalr Srst masked luchadoras La Dama En
mazcaada In e 505, are pam of the ludhas. Evan though
uchadoras waner © aliovesd w fAghe In Moo Ow's argnas
fram 1957 1o 1967 thay kapr on winszing cunside the capl
=l Exbaico s used o desoribe male wiesters, tha majoriy
of them am gay, who cross-dress andir cisplay manng
risms umally coded a5 female. Tha werm oo 15 ralaoed
o the DErm rarg, & commeanly usedw ord that roughly rans
EUas 35 quear
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Aot the suthor NisaHoschs s mesares bassd amn aned 3 pas
ororm lecta libm fan whe gsesch tha mces of Ser G in Mo Gy,
Srp i S nrahce sl ong




